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I am pleased to present my fifth Annual Report for the Trust. 

 

The past year has seen a return to a more “normal” level of activities after the previous 

two years marking the 150
th
 anniversary of the discovery of gold in Cromwell. What was 

impressive was the breadth of the celebrations and the diversity of activities covering 

pretty much the whole of Central Otago. This year just past also marked 25 years since 

the trust was formed. 

 

Cavalcade 2014 

 

Once again a very successful Cavalcade was held with the host town Ranfurly. This was 

cavalcade number 22 since the first one in 1991. The format of this was a new departure 

for us and we had all the trails arrive in Ranfurly on the Saturday of their Art Deco 

Festival. Greatly assisted by fine weather the sight of 450 riders, waggoners and walkers 

traversing the main street of Ranfurly was a splendid sight, with the whole parade being 

led by a concourse of vintage cars. There were some very hot and tired people on the 

Saturday as most of the trails had had to contend with some scorching weather during the 

week. 

 

We feel that the format of combing the Cavalcade with other host town activities is a 

winner due to larger numbers attending on the day and a much larger set of other 

activities. Host towns are able to spread the costs of the event over a greater number of 

activities and over a longer time. We understand that total attendance on the Saturday in 

Ranfurly exceeded 4,500 – a record crowd for Ranfurly. 

 

Our thanks go to the Ranfurly organizing committee led by Diane Paterson, Amy Pont 

and Malcolm Macpherson who threw themselves into the planning with professionalism 

and gusto. We are pleased that we have been able to contribute to the financial success 

which will flow through the community. 

 

The whole venture would not exist without the dedication, knowledge and commitment 

from our trail bosses, wranglers, cooks and drivers, and from the landowners through 

whose properties we trek. Cavalcade 2015 will have all trails ending in Outram. We also 

note that during 2013 Tony Roderique ended his time as a trail boss. Tony ran very 

popular trails and we thank him for his efforts over the years 

 

Other Projects 

 

We have completed three new sets of interpretation panels during the last year – at Chatto 

Creek (2 panels), Galloway at the site of the dredge buckets and old bridge timbers, and 

at Graveyard Gully Cemetery. The Galloway panels mark the conclusion of our final 



Gold 150 project. Particular thanks are due to Rex Johnstone ably assisted by Bruce 

McMillan and Mike Floate for coming up with the text and overseeing the design.  

Thanks also to Eddie Dwyer for his work on the Graveyard Gully sign. There has also 

been progress during the year on a project to design and erect signage along the Kawarau 

River track. 

 

Late in the autumn a number of us were taken by DoC to the site of the Alpine Stamper 

battery in a remote gully on the top of the Old Man Range. We are considering marking 

the site with an interpretation panel on the road edge. 

 

Other Activities 

 

During the past year we have run what turned out to be three very good field weekends 

for our members.  

 

The first of these was based around Chatto Creek. We started off by “unveiling” the new 

panels on the Galloway  dredge buckets then going on to Chatto Creek pub for the 

“unveiling” of the Chatto Creek interpretation panels followed by lunch at the pub and 

then went on an explore up what is colloquially known as Chinky Gully and walked 

along the old water race there and explored the wooden viaduct. Later that evening a 

celebration dinner was held at Orchard Garden to mark the 25
th
 anniversary of the 

formation of the Trust. This was an excellent evening with some 60+ of our members and 

friends, with food of a high standard with the catering being overseen by Edith McKay 

and with assistance from Roberta Laraman and Mike Floate with the setting up of 

displays of old photos from earlier cavalcades. My thanks to all those who made the 

evning such a success. The dinner also gave us an opportunity to have a number of 

invited guests along. 

 

The second was spent around Hyde where a four wheel drive trip was made to the site of 

the Mareburn reefs where we were able to explore the published work of Richard Beeby 

and were guided by Valmae Beeby. Also that weekend we visited Macraes gold mine and 

in what turned out to be the highlight visited the old Golden Point stamper battery which 

was fired up for us by the local DOC people. An unforgettable experience. Also on that 

trip we visited the Nenthorn diggings. Dinner on the Saturday evening was at the Hyde 

Hotel and much enjoyed by all. 

 

The third field weekend was held around Duntroon and Moeraki. The Duntroon leg saw a 

tour of the town’s heritage buildings, a trip to the Maraewhenua River sluicing area, and 

a trip to Mt Pisgah Station to see the old schist dams. Then later that afternoon everyone 

drove to Moeraki after first stopping at Hampden to eat some of the “best fish and chips 

in the world”. Accommodation was at the Moeraki camping ground and the following 

morning the “best breakfast in the world” was whipped up once again by Edith McKay, 

followed by a tour of the Moeraki peninsula conducted by local kaumatua David Higgins 

of Runanga o Moeraki. This was followed by “the best lunch in the world” at Fleur’s 

Place before everyone waddled back to their cars and began the drive home! Our 



particular thanks to our Patron, Fleur Sullivan who facilitated the Moeraki leg of the 

weekend.  

 

If you’ve been paying attention you won’t fail but notice a distinct emphasis on good 

food throughout all these field weekends. While we can’t always guarantee to repeat 

these past triumphs of the table, we will do our best to ensure an overall memorable 

experience. 

 

There is one further field trip planned for this year and next year there is the possibility of 

an overnight trip, hosted by Doc into Skippers and up to Bullendale. We will keep you 

posted. 

 

Gold Panning Championships 

 

The 2014 gold panning championships were held in Arrowtown in April to coincide with 

the Arrowtown Autumn Festival. We are thinking that we will continue with this format 

as we feel that holding it at this time the event will attract more people and that the 

weather is likely to be more reliable. The Butler’s Green area in Arrowtown is ideally 

suited to this type of event. 

 

Once again thanks to David and Amanda Gatward-Ferguson for the dedicated and 

professional way in which they and their committee run the event and to Julie Hughes 

whose knowledge of running events always ensures a successful outcome. The 2014 

winner once again was Amelia Gatward-Ferguson.  

 

We must also acknowledge the continuing and very generous sponsorship from Oceana 

Gold which enables us to continue to run a prestige event with a range of attractive 

prizes. 

 

Central Otago Heritage Trust 

 

Our Trust continues to be a member of the COHT, with myself being a trustee. During 

the past year the COHT has brought its constitution into line and has also made good 

progress with the Memory Bank project as a result of a grant from the Central Lakes 

Trust. 

 

Cromwell Museum Proposal 

 

Members will recall at our last annual meeting I referred to plans for ourselves and the 

Cromwell Genealogy Group to move into new premises in the Cromwell Museum 

building. Since then a new Cromwell Museum Trust has been formed and is planning to 

take over the management of the Museum from 1 January next year. Once the I-Site 

moves out (likely to be in the first quarter of 2015) then we will be able to move our 

offices. The new Museum Trust is looking for a team of volunteers to assist with keeping 

the museum open each day and would welcome interest from any of our members who 

think they can contribute half a day on a regular basis. 



 

 

 

Thanks 

 

And finally thanks to a number of people.  Firstly to Terry Davis, our energetic and 

committed Cavalcade organizer and events and projects manager for his tireless efforts 

over the past year, and to Julie Hughes who has been our Gold 150 organiser. Also to all 

the members of my committee for their continued support. In particular I want to mention 

the work of our new Treasurer Elise Velenski who was literally thrown in the deep end 

and had to cope with an very complicated Cavalcade at the end of 2013. Elise is also 

assisting Terry with Cavalcade matters. And thanks also to Roberta Laraman for her 

continued support and willingness to step in and assist.  

 

I would also like to make special mention once again of Edith McKay of the Cromwell 

Genealogy Group who has played a key role to date in our discussions over the Cromwell 

Museum. 

 

And a big thank you for the team at the Department of Conservation in Alexandra, in 

particular Mike Tubbs and Jacob Dexter for the quality of the relationships we have with 

them and for their assistance in helping with the annual cavalcade. 

 

During the year John Cook retired from the committee and I thank him for his 

contribution over many years and for his down to earth wisdom on Cavalcade matters. 

 

And finally we remember also Graeme Anderson who passed away earlier this year. 

Graeme was a stalwart of the Trust and had been President from 1995 to 2001. Graeme’s 

deep knowledge and love for the back country eased the way with many landowners so 

that our annual Cavalcade trails were able to cross their land and this legacy continues to 

this day. He added lustre to every Cavalcade he was involved with ensuring he was 

always present to farewell trails and to renew acquaintances with Trail Bosses and riders. 

 

Martin Anderson 

President 

 

 

 

Committee Members 2013/2014 

 

Kay Adam 

John Cook 

Mike Floate 

Bruce McMillan 

Don Morrison 

Julie Hughes 

Steve Clark 



 

 

2014 Cavalcade Trail Bosses Long Term Cavalcade Sponsors 

 

Chris Bayne    Tussock Creek 

Sandra Cain    Gran’s Remedy 

Tony Cumberbeach    Chapstick 

Steve Clark               Allflex    

Bill Butler               Cromwell Mitre 10 

Stu Moore    Gronell    

Matthew Sole    Swanndri 

Jane Whitmore   Speights 

 

Honorary Life Members 

 

Fleur Sullivan 

Kay Adam 

Michael Floate 

Roberta Laraman 

John Hall-Jones 

Don Morrison  

 

 

 

 


