
Otago Goldfields Heritage Trust Inc.  
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

At the Fire Station Rooms, Arrowtown 

At 10.30am on Saturday 20 July 2013 

 
The meeting started at 10.30am after a hearty morning tea provided by Arrowtown ladies. 

 

Terry explained a few “housekeeping” matters such as keeping out of the way should the Fire Alarm 

sound, and the location of toilets. He also explained a few details of the programme for the day and the 

addition of John Hall-Jones’ illustrated talk on his trip to Egypt and the Nile, and Rex Johnston’s video of 

the repositioning of the Chatto Creek remains if time permits. He thanked the small team of Arrowtown 

ladies for a wonderful morning tea including fresh baked warm scones.  

 

PRESENT: Martin Anderson (President) & Sue,  Bruce McMillan (Vice President) & Lesley,  Nola 

Gollop (Treasurer),  Terry Davis (Co-ordinator),  Mike Floate (Hon Life Member and Cttee), Don 

Morrison (Cttee), Roberta Laraman (Hon Life Member),  John Hall-Jones (Hon Life Member), Ruby Hall, 

Noel Jackson, Jan Murphy,  John & Barbara Hosie, Gerald Goodger, , Elinor Edgar, Judy Blanche, 

Meredith Crawford, Dorothy Coburn, Freda Robertson, Rex Johnston, Bob & Faye Fife,  Jenny Stephens, 

Ian Findlay, Rod MacLeod,  John Douglas, Sue Webb, Ann Paterson & Sam Graham, Elisa Velenski (new 

Treasurer), Trevor Woodrow, Lilian & Stuart Capil, Valmai Beeby, David & Betty George, Noeleen 

Johnston,  Jenny Stephens, John Cook, Julie Hughes 

37 Members present.....(cf 40 Members  last year)  

 

APOLOGIES:  Bill Cowan, Kay Adam (Hon Life Member), Ann Cook, Clive Locker,  Tom Falconer, 

Alan Bennington & Jenny Christensen, Graeme Anderson (Hon Life Member), Steve Clark (Cttee), 

Helena Heydelaar, Edith  McKay, David Neill, Brian & Morag Bonnie, Malcolm & Eileen McMillan, , 

Sandra Cain, Peter Garden, Anne & Laurie McAuley,  

 

Moved (from the Chair) that apologies be accepted .. .. .. .. ..  Carried. 

 

WELCOME; Martin extended a warm welcome to members and guests, and thanked everyone for 

coming, some from long distances.  

 

MINUTES OF THE 2012 AGM :   

 

Moved: that the Minutes be accepted as a true and correct record of the Meeting  ..  

 John Hall-Jones/Roberta Laraman .. .. .. ..  .. Carried. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  Martin reminded the Meeting of some highlights of the 2012 AGM as follows:-: 

1. Martin pointed out that OGHT is now 25 years old with the first cheque having been signed in 1988. 

This calls for a celebration - and 2012-13 (also GOLD-150 year) has been such a successful and busy year 

-  it certainly marks the occasion in style. 

2. Chatto Creek Dredge has now been removed from the river bed and relocated in the paddock at the 

back of the Chatto Creek Pub, courtesy of Lesley Middlemiss (Pub Proprietor) who has donated the land 

on which it now sits.  



3. David George had suggested the relocation of the Bendigo Gold Light dredge elevator to Bendigo 

Creek. This project has also now been completed with signage assistance by DOC and financial  

assistance from Central Lakes Trust. (CLT) and Fulton Hogan Ltd. 

4. The Museum project is now well under way with cataloguing of all exhibits now complete, and the 

location of the new I-Site confirmed near the “Big Fruit”. 

5. The Gold Mining Conference organized by Lloyd Carpenter (focusing on Bendigo as a GOLD-150 

Event  with 80 participants) was a great success 

6. The Milford Wanderer trip to Fiordland Fjords with John H-J as Guide was much enjoyed by all who 

were able and privileged to take part. The trip (or similar, possibly Stewart Island) may be repeated in the 

future. 

7. Still to be completed is the relocation of Galloway dredge bucket chain. 

8. Graeme Anderson has ‘stepped down’ as a committee member,  but (as a valuable elder statesman) ‘has 

not stepped off’.  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Martin’s 4
th

 REPORT  (see copy attached to official Records) 

 

 Martin returned to his theme of re-invigorating the Trust, he noted with pleasure the addition of 

new younger members of the Committee. Now we need to address the question of attracting more 

younger members generally  - The Goldpanning events around the schools may be helping in this 

regard and a shorter Cavalcade for younger people is being considered.  

 Through the year the Trust has been generously supported by CLT….for example $400,000 as a 

contestable fund for ‘GOLD-150’ events. 

 Communication technology and Social Media are developing increasingly rapidly and use is being 

made of this by more digital-savvy members of OGHT. Examples include the development of a 

Bendigo interpretation “App” by Martin, Lloyd and the Human Interface Technology (HIT Lab) at 

Canterbury University (again with financial assistance from CLT) and the addition of “QR Code 

Logos” to Goldfields Signage and Brochures. 

 Members referred to the following examples of “Apps”:- Tongariro National Park, Christchurch 

 before and after the Earthquakes, Otago Winery Tour, and Bendigo - hopefully by the end of 2013. 

 Martin referred to the many people and bodies outside OGHT who had contributed generously 

with time and energy during the year and made special reference to the good work done by Terry 

and Nola 

 Martin noted that the good people of Tapanui had received many well-earned accolades for an 

excellent Cavalcade. More than $20,000 had been raised for local groups and charities. 

 There is a possibility of running a gold panning event in Ross in 2015. 

 

Moved: that the President’s Report be adopted.  .. Martin/John Douglas.. Carried. 

 

 At the end of Martin’s Report Mike referred to the enormous amount of time, energy, enthusiasm 

and drive which Martin has put in, and the extent to which that has contributed to the volume and 

quality of achievements during the year. Mike moved a Vote of Thanks to Martin by saying that 

all Trust members should be truly grateful for Martin’s sterling efforts.  

 Moved ; Mike Floate   Vote of Thanks .. .. ..  .. Carried with Acclamation. 

 

 

CAVALCADE AND OTHER EVENTS  -  Report from Terry 

 



 It was generally agreed to have been a successful and enthusiastic Cavalcade despite smaller 

numbers of participants compared with earlier years (424 cf average of 500 participants.) 

 There was brilliant support from local Tapanui people 

 One less trail than usual due to lack of interest but all could be transferred to alternative Trails. It 

was a very successful fund raiser. 

 There were no serious incidents….only 2 sufferers from heat stroke on the hottest day.  

 Ranfurly are keen and supportive of the 2014 Cavalcade, in which David MacAtamney will return 

as Trail Boss after many years 

 Combined events (this time with Art Deco weekend) are usually popular and successful., therefore 

numbers are expected to be up to normal again.  

 The introduction of payment by installments creates more work for organizers but is well received 

by those on expensive, (especially riding) trails  

 All starting points for 2014 Cavalcade will be known by August 2013, 

 All bookings and payments will be possible “on line” 

 Outram is a possible Host Town for 2015. 

 

 OTHER EVENTS: Macraes/Golden Point in December 2013and see working 

stamper…..Accommodation may be available in Hyde?…..(Q) Roberta enquired if Nenthorn 

would be included  (A) Maybe.  

 This event is likely to involve serious 4x4 driving and ‘rugged walking’!  

Moved:  That the Cavalcade/Events Report be adopted .. .. Terry/Martin  Carried 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT  (see attached: Nola) 

 

Nola reported that the financial outcome of Trust activities in 2012-13 was not as good as last year when a 

substantial surplus was generated. This year we have suffered a loss of some $3,500.Nola explained that 

this was due to a number of factors:- 

 Subscriptions were down, due to fewer Members; this is expected to recover in 2013-14 

 Two significant applications for funding were turned down 

 Cavalcade numbers were smaller than previous years .perhaps due to remoteness of Tapanui from 

Otago. 

 We have only $120,000 investments and reduced interest rate, hence relatively small investment 

income, but high turnover (approx $200,000) through Cavalcade operations. 

  Old Church insurance has increased significantly due to earthquake risk. 

 Goldpanning usually makes a surplus but this year there were 2 events within 6 months (as 

compared with one annual event, but no extra income.  

 All other items of income and expenditure were normal. 

 Recovery from most of these unusual contingencies is expected in 2013-14. 

Discussion:- Many Cavalcaders are happy to pay non-member (of  OGHT) surcharge but are unlikely to 

change. Therefore little revenue increase can be expected from this source. 

Martin introduced, and welcomed  Elise as our new Treasurer 

Martin read his “Minute of Appreciation” to Nola for her work as Treasurer for the past 6 years (See 

copy attached to official Records) and presented her with a token of the Trust’s appreciation.  

 

Moved:  Adoption of financial Report .. .. .. Nola/John Douglas  .. Carried 

 

FINANCIAL REVIEWER 



 

Because most of the Trust Office bearers are now based in Cromwell, it was recommended by the 

Committee that Mead and Stark who are  experienced reviewers and offer a good rate, should be 

appointed as Financial Reviewers.  

Moved: that Mead and Stark (Cromwell) should be appointed as the Trust’s Financial 

Reviewers…………Martin/Nola .. .. .. .. .. .. Carried. 

Moved: That because of good and faithful service in the past, ICL should be sent a letter of thanks for past 

services and explanation of the change ..  Nola/Martin .. .. Carried.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Nominations have been received as follows:  Nominated by Seconded by 

   Martin Anderson President Bruce McMillan Mike Floate  

   Terry Davis  Secretary Martin Anderson Steve Clark 

   Elise Velenski  Treasurer Nola Gollop  Kay Adam 

   Kay Adam  Committee Mike Floate  Bruce McMillan 

   Steve Clark  Committee Kay Adam  Martin Anderson 

   John Cook  Committee Martin Anderson Terry Davis 

   Mike Floate  Committee Bruce McMillan Martin Anderson 

   Julie Hughes  Committee Martin Anderson Terry Davis 

   Edith McKay  Committee Terry Davis  Martin Anderson 

   Bruce McMillan Committee Mike Floate  Steve Clark 

   Don Morrison Committee Steve Clark  Nola Gollop 

   DOC Representative ex officio To be nominated by DOC. 

   Bob Craigie  Hon solicitor   Martin Anderson Bruce McMillan\ 

   Fleur Sullivan Patron  Kay Adam  Don Morrison 

 

   No new Life Members were proposed. 

 

Moved: That Nominations be closed and all the above be elected unopposed to the positions indicated, 

and Fleur confirmed as Patron of the Trust. .. Martin/Noel Jackson .. .. Carried 

 

CONSTITUTION CHANGE 

 

A change was notified in the Agenda paper that Clause 24 should be amended to read “The financial 

year of the Trust shall close on the last day of April each year. Within 6 months of this date each 

year the Committee shall call the Annual General Meeting of the Members of the Trust”. 

 

It was explained that the amendment is to allow the Trust to hold its AGM and associated Field Weekend 

at a time more congenial to its Members rather than during the middle of the winter as is the current 

practice.  

Moved: That Clause 24 of the Trust Constitution shall be amended to read as indicated above.  

………………….Martin Anderson/Nola Gallop .. .. .. .. Carried 

 

 

 

 

Kawarau River Water Conservation Order 

 



Mike reported that the combined Otago and NZ Fish and Game Councils together with other bodies 

concerned about the possible effects of damming the Nevis River might have on its natural, heritage 

recreational and in-stream values, applied in 2006 to the Environment Court to amend the WCO so as to 

prohibit damming of the main stem and tributaries of the Nevis River. 

That case has proceeded through decisions, appeals and mediation until a tribunal in 2013 made its 

recommendations to the Minister for the Environment. The majority recommendation from the Tribunal 

was to prohibit all damming on the main stem and tributaries of the Nevis River. The minority 

recommendation was the damming should be prohibited above the Nevis Crossing but that the option of 

damming between the Nevis Crossing and Potters Creek should be kept open to allow hydro electric 

generation. Both recommendations would protect the extensive goldfields heritage relics on the Lower 

Nevis River flats, thereby satisfying almost all OGHT concerns about heritage values. The Minister for 

the Environment has yet to make a decision about these recommendations.     

 

Vote of Thanks 

 

The final item of General Business was a vote of thanks proposed by Bruce McMillan for the good work 

Julie has done as co-ordinator of GOLD-150 events during the past 2 years. Bruce spoke of the 

enthusiastic and energetic manner in which Julie has not only promoted and organized a continuous series 

of celebratory events, but also gained a great deal of publicity and Goodwill for the Trust and its 

Members. Julie will be a most welcome addition to our Committee. In proposing a Vote of Thanks  

Bruce said that all members of the Trust should be unreservedly grateful for Julie’s untiring efforts during 

the seemingly endless chain of Gold-150 Celebrations.  

 Moved ;  Bruce McMillan, Vote of Thanks.. ..  ..  carried with Acclamation. 

 

Meeting closed at 12 noon. 

 

Signed as a complete Record of the 2013 AGM   …………………………………….. 

 

Date  ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

S 


