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OGHT PR E S ID E N T’S  RE P O RT

I am pleased to present my first report as President of the Otago Goldfields Heritage Trust.

STA F F CH A N G E S

The past year has been one of both change and consolidation.  On the staffing front  we have seen the 
appointment  of  Kay Boulton  as  our  Office  Administrator  and  Terry Davis  as  an  assistant  to  Roberta 
Laraman. We were sorry to lose Kay earlier this year and I want to acknowledge her efforts in the time she 
was with us. Roberta has also this year hung up her saddle after 20 years with the OGHT as Cavalcade 
Coordinator – and much more. Roberta has been the face of the OGHT to many people and for her and 
husband Ken we wish a long and happy retirement (whatever retirement means these days!). We were 
pleased to confirm Terry Davis as the new face of the Trust earlier this year. Terry will be our Cavalcade 
and Events Coordinator and having cut his teeth on the Wanaka cavalcade is looking forward to working 
with host town Oamaru for next year’s event.

CAVA L C A D E

The Cavalcades go from strength to strength. This year saw a resurgence in numbers with over 100 more 
participants than in recent years.  There were 580 riders, wagoners and walkers who trekked to Wanaka 
from all points of the Otago compass. It was also my first Cavalcade and I was pleased to be able to play a 
small part in its success. I would particularly like to acknowledge the enormous debt we owe to all our trail 
bosses – they are indeed the heart and soul of the Cavalcade and go to enormous lengths to ensure we get to 
go to new and exciting places and to do so in a safe manner and in a spirit which makes people want to 
come back year after year.  This year was the last Cavalcade for Winston Parks and Sam Graham. Winston 
has run a riding trail for the last three years and Sam has been running a tough tramping trail for many 
years. I would like to pass on a special thanks to both of these people.
Also crucial to the success of each Cavalcade is the willingness of landowners and runholders to allow 
access across their properties. This relationship is a precious link to our heritage and their willingness to 
assist and in many cases to go the extra mile is gratefully acknowledged. I also wish to acknowledge the 
very  supportive  role  played  by  the  Department  of  Conservation  in  enabling  concessions  to  cross 
conservation  land  and  to  thank  Amanda  Ware  for  facilitating  all  of  this.  As  mentioned  next  year’s 
Cavalcade  ends  in  Oamaru  and  we  have  already  been  working  productively  with  their  host  town 
committee.  2012  sees  the  Cavalcade  return  to  Cromwell  to  coincide  with  the  150 th gold  discovery 
celebrations.

OT H E R  EVE N T S

We held two field weekends in the past year. The first of these was to Mt Somers.last November and the 
most recent was one spent around Alexandra exploring the Doctor’s Point mining site in the Roxburgh 
gorge and also the diggings around Tucker Hill. At both of these we had good numbers turning up . The 
annual gold panning competition was held last year in atrocious conditions but was judged a success in 
spite of the weather. The winner was Bill Lind. Our thanks to David Gatward-Ferguson and his team for 
their organizing of this.

http://www.goldfieldstrust.org.nz/
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We also attended the Christchurch A&P show as part of the Cromwell Promotions Group display. Atrocious 
weather was also a feature of this event but at least our tent managed to stay upright!
I also attended the High Country Field Day held in the Nevis Valley earlier this year in order to get an 
insight into the issues faced by landowners and lessees, particularly around the issue of tenure review.
You will recall that last year the Trust was the regional finalist in the Trustpower Community Awards. This 
year Roberta and myself were hosted by Trustpower to the National Awards held in Nelson where we were 
up against 25 other regional finalists. With the assistance of camera man Ross Wilson we put together an 
eight minute presentation on the Trust’s activities. While we didn’t take any of the major prizes we felt 
honoured to be a part of such a committed group of community volunteers from around New Zealand who 
really make a difference to people’s lives.

KAWA R A U  M IN I N G  CE N T R E

Many of you will be aware that the Trust had been trying for some time to purchase the assets of the 
Kawarau Mining Centre in the Kawarau gorge. In the end it was not possible to complete the purchase on 
terms that we were prepared to accept and the deal was thus terminated.  It is appropriate to acknowledge 
and to thank both the Central Lakes Trust and the Cromwell Community Board for their support for this 
project and to also thank Bill Dunbar who worked on our behalf for many months to try and bring this off 
and to acknowledge also the earlier work of Bruce McMillan.

SU B M I S S I O N S

Part of the role of the Trust is to play a part in protection and preservation of our heritage environment. To 
this end the Trust lodged submissions on the tenure reviews being conducted for Craigroy and Ben Nevis 
stations in the Nevis Valley. Our interest is in ensuring that the historic artifacts and structures on the valley 
floor are retained with any change in use that might occur. We also lodged a submission supporting the 
Historic Places Trust in its attempt to get the Old Dunstan Road registered as a historic place. At the time of  
writing there is no further progress to report. The Trust was also an associated party in the appeal against 
the construction of the Hayes wind farm. Mike Floate’s active involvement in researching submissions has 
been an enormous help and I wish to acknowledge his input.

OT H E R  PR O J E C T S  

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing signage and interpretation for historic gold related sites 
we are in the final stages of erecting interpretation panels at the lay-by at the base of the Lindis Pass. Dave 
Neill and his team of willing concrete placers need to be thanked for this and also for their ongoing work 
on other signage projects. We are also working with the Department of Conservation on signage for the 
restored Come in Time battery and for Pinders Pond. 

A good example of a cooperative project last year was the restorative work carried out on the Bendigo 
bakehouse – the last  surviving building from the Bendigo township.  After five years of  discovery and 
negotiation the  Trust  worked with DOC, NZ Historic Places Trust  and the Otago Polytechnic to  both 
stabilize the building and also to excavate part of the old baker’s oven. Bruce McMillan’s energies in taking 
a leading role in this project need a big vote of thanks.

Mention should also be made of Mike Floate’s project to propagate the old fruit trees at Stewart Town. This 
valuable work continues .

I also need to acknowledge the grant of $2,000 from the Sargood Bequest to assist us with the costs of 
signage work.

Thanks to Terry Davis our web site has undergone a transformation and I would encourage anyone who has 
not accessed it recently to do so. More and more we intend to use electronic means to communicate both 
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with our members and with the general public.  We have recently been reviewing all email addresses of 
members in an effort to ensure these are as accurate as possible. If you have recently acquired an email 
address  or  have  changed  your  address  please  try  and  remember  to  drop  the  office  an  email  to 
goldfieldsinc@xtra.co.nz advising us.  We are using email more and more for sending out notices and 
Newsletters. It is cheaper for us to do this, although of course we are still planning to use surface mail for 
those of you who don’t yet have email capability.

TH E  FU T U R E

Your committee recognizes that in order for our Trust to remain relevant and to grow its activities it needs 
to not only retain the current membership but also attract new members. We currently have 490 financial 
members with rural members comprising about half this number. The majority of memberships (around 
55%) are held by single individuals with around 36% being held by family groups. Our members are fairly 
evenly distributed around the South Island, particularly from Christchurch south but with a good proportion 
North Island based.

We are looking to provide a regular series of field weekends of interest to all members and we are also 
exploring ideas around re-focusing the Cavalcade back to its original values with new trails embracing the 
“self-sufficient” ethic. We have found that if we attract new riders and walkers to a Cavalcade then they 
often become full members of the Trust as well. We continue to develop and refine our policies regarding 
the Cavalcade and for this we thank John Cook for his valuable input.

We are aiming to have an interesting series of events to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the discovery 
of gold in central Otago and intend to use this as an opportunity to attract new members.

The Trust  interacts  with a number of  organizations  including Promote  Dunstan,  Cromwell  Promotions 
Board,  Central  Otago  Recreational  Users  Forum,   Central  Otago  Heritage  Trust  and  the  Cromwell 
Genealogy group and their support is acknowledged.

AN D  F I N A L LY …

I  wish  to  thank all  the  committee  members  for  their  encouragement  and  support  during  the  year.  In 
particular I would like to thank our Treasurer Nola Gollop  who, ably assisted by Kaye Adam, has kept us 
on the straight and narrow as well as shouldering a large and complex job during the time leading up to the 
Cavalcade. And thanks also to Graeme Anderson and Don Morrison for their experience and wisdom and to 
Bruce McMillan for the time he spent helping me when I was new to the job.  My job as President would 
not have been possible without the commitment shown by all these people.

Martin Anderson
President

CO M M I T T E E  ME M B E R S  2009/2010

Kay Adam
Graeme Anderson
John Cook
Mike Floate
Nola Gollop
Bruce McMillan
Don Morrison

mailto:goldfieldsinc@xtra.co.nz
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Dave Neill
Amanda Ware

HO N O R A RY  L I F E  ME MB E R S

Graeme Anderson
Dick Skinner
Fleur Sullivan
Kay Adam
Michael Floate
Roberta Laraman
John Hall-Jones

2010 C AVA L C A D E  TR A I L  BO S S E S LO N G  TE R M  CAVA L C A D E  S P O N S O R S

Winston Parks Tussock Creek
Sam Graham Speights
Sandra Cain Gran’s Remedy
Alistair Gibson Mother Earth
Stu Moore Chapstick
Tony Roderique Cromwell Mitre 10
Chris Bayne Allflex
Tony Cumberbeach
Peter Dymock

NE W  SPO N S O R S

NRM
Gronell
S.O.G.
Tussock Tucker
Whittakers
RJ’s
Back Country Cuisine
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